
 

July   12   Lesson  
Bible   Passage:   Romans   1 – 10  
(Book   of   Romans)  

Jesus   Is   the   Lord   of   Life  
Remember   Verse  

But   these   are   written   that   you   may   believe   that   Jesus   is   the   Messiah,   the   Son   of   God,   and   that   by  
believing   you   may   have   life   in   his   name.   John   20:31  

Items   to   gather:   
● My   Life   So   Far   written   on   the   top   of   a   piece   of   paper   
● Pencils   or   pens  
● Construction   paper   (at   least   20   sheets)  
● Marker  
● Tape  
● cutout   stepping   stone   shapes   from   paper  
● Butcher   paper   (7')  
● Marker  
● Tape  
● Scissors  
● Colored   pencils  
● Worship   music   
● Pillows   (4,   dark-colored)  
● Butcher   paper   (green   and   brown,   6'   of   each)  
● Chairs   (4)  
● Blankets   or   bedsheets   (2,   dark-colored)  
● Crepe   paper   streamers   (green   and   brown,   1   roll   of   each)  
● Tape   (4   rolls)  
● Markers   or   crayons  
● Whiteboard  
● Dry   erase   markers  
● Bible  
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*see   Resources  



LEADER   PREP  
Each   week   you’ll   find   a   list   of   resources   along   with   encouraging   articles   that   help   you   prepare   your   heart   to  
present   the   lesson.  

Inspire    Shares   personal   stories   from   fellow   ministry   leaders   about   how   God   has   worked   in   their   lives  

At   three   years   old,   with   my   wet   bath   hair   smoothed   back   over   my   head,   wearing   my   dad’s   oversized   shirt,   I   knelt   on   the  
bathroom   counter.   There   I   talked   with   Jesus   and   told   Him   for   the   first   time   that   I   believed.  

A   few   years   later,   I   knelt   again,   this   time   behind   my   bedroom   door,   pressing   my   seven-year-old   forehead   against   the  
scratchy   carpet.   “I   love   You.   I   believe!”   I   repeated   again   to   God.   In   seventh   grade,   I   stared   up   at   the   moon   from   my   bed  
and   spoke   to   God.   “I   promise   I   will   never   leave   You,”   I   said aloud.   Though   I   was   young,   innocent,   and   naive   when   I   made  
these   promises,   I   have   kept   them.   Not   out   of   my   own   strength,   but   because,   in   Christ,   I   have   truly   found   life.   I have   tasted  
and   seen   how   wonderful   life   with   God   can   be.   I   have   discovered   that   God’s   kindness   leads   to   repentance   (Romans 2:4).   

Because   God   has   “[made]   known   to   me   the   path   of   life”   (Psalm   16:11),   I   am   filled   with   joy   that   comes   from   nowhere  
else   than   His   presence.   For   these   reasons,   I   choose   to   serve   God   by   showing   others   that   Jesus   is   the   Lord   of   life.  

Tori   Funkhouser  
Tru   Team  

Equip    Offers   perspective   and   context   to   the   lesson’s   Bible   passage  

Through   His   Word,   God   shows   us   the   path   to   life.   The   book   of   Romans   lays   out   Paul’s   understanding   of   this   good   news.  
When   we   read   it   as   a   whole,   we   can   more   clearly   understand   the   gospel   message.   

The   occasion   for   Paul   writing   this   letter   seems   to   be   threefold.   First,   he   was   planning   to   head   west   and   needed   a   base  
of   operations   from   which   to   launch   another   missionary   journey.   Next,   he   seems   to   have   wanted   to   produce   a   more  
systematic,   holistic   presentation   of   the   gospel,   rather   than   the   occasional   letters   he’d   already   written.   Finally,   he   wanted   to  
correct   some   anti-Semitism   arising   in   the   early   church.  

The   theme   of   the   book   is   clearly   the   righteousness   of   God.   Many   describe   the   outline   of   this   theme   as   falling   into   three  
sections:   the   revelation   (chapters   1 – 8),   the   vindication   (chapters   9 – 11),   and   the   application   (chapters   12 – 16)   of   the  
righteousness   of   God.   Paul   starts   his   letter   to   the   Romans   by   demonstrating   that   everyone   everywhere   falls   justly   under  
the   condemnation   of   God.   The   key   verse   that   illustrates   this   is   Romans   3:23:   “For   all   have   sinned   and   fall   short   of   the  
glory   of   God.”   Both   Jews   and   Gentiles   alike   deserve   God’s   wrath.   Paul   then   goes   on   to   describe   the   salvation   God  
provides   in   response   to   that   universal   need.   That   salvation   includes   three   aspects:   justification   (salvation   from   the   penalty  
of   sin,   3:21 – 5:21),   sanctification   (salvation   from   the   power   of   sin,   6:1 – 8:17),   and   glorification   (salvation   from   the   presence  
of   sin,   8:18 – 39).  

Paul   then   illustrates   God’s   righteousness   in   how   He’s   dealt   with   the   Jews,   showing   how   integral   they   are   to   His   plan  
and   how   He’s   not   finished   with   them   yet   (chapters   9 – 11).   Finally,   Paul   discusses   how   believers   should   apply   God’s  
righteousness   in   their   lives   in   their   dealings   with   government   and   with   weaker   brothers   (chapters   12 – 16).  

The   path   to   eternal   life   is   nowhere   clearer   than   in   the   book   of   Romans.   Through   it   we   can   learn   that   our   ultimate  
service   is   to   spread   the   gospel.   



Support    Provides   reflection   and   assessment   through   encouragement,   prayer,   and   time   in   God’s   Word  

We’re   living   in   a   world   in   which   people   search   for   meaning.   As   we   develop   a   heart   for   others,   our   Father   may   be   calling   us  
to   see   ourselves   leading   people   down   the   path   to   true   life–the   path   toward   relationship   with   Jesus.   Are   we   prepared   to  
lead   people   to   God   through   a   relationship   with   Christ?   Think   of   your   own   story   and   the   people   who   told   you   about   Jesus.  
Then,   ask   God   to   show   you   people   with   a   hunger   to   know   Him.   Maybe   you   have   a   friend   with   whom   you   could   share   your  
own   story   of   transformation.   Maybe   you   have   a   neighbor   who   will   never   set   foot   in   a   church   but   would   be   more   than   happy  
to   sit   in   your   dining   room   and   hear   the   story   of   how   you   came   to   know   God.   Maybe   you   could   even   ask   people   if   you   can  
pray   for   them   as   a   way   to   open   up   a   conversation   about   how   God   has   given   you   a   new   life   with   Him.   Pray   that   the   Holy  
Spirit   would   give   you   opportunities   to   serve   Him   by   sharing   your   story   with   others.   By   choosing   to   serve   God   in   this   way,  
you   will   be   helping   lead   people   toward   the   path   of   life   to   relationship   with   Jesus,   the   Lord   of   life.  

 

My   Life   So   Far  
Kids   will   draw   or   write   about   some   of   the   most   important   events   of   their   lives.   

SUPPLIES  
● My   Life   So   Far   written   on   the   top   of   a   piece   of   paper   
● Pencils   or   pens  

RELATE  
CONNECT   QUESTION:    Open   your   time   by   asking   this   question:    What’s   the   best   thing   that’s   happened   in   your   life   so  
far?  

Jesus   is   the   Lord   of   life,   and   the   book   of   Romans   shows   us   God’s   path   to   finding   true   life   in   Him.   God   offers   us  
grace   and   the   gift   of   salvation,   and   we   can   share   this   good   news   with   others.    God   has   been   guiding   the   lives   of   your  
children   since   they   were   born.   Give   each   child   a   copy   of   the   My   Life   So   Far   paper   and   invite   them   to   draw   or   write   about  
some   of   the   most   important   events   of   their   lives.   This   could   include   the   day   they   were   born,   their   first   day   of   school,   etc.  
Each   child   should   write   about   or   draw   four   different   events.   Once   the   children   finish,   invite   them   to   share   the   events   on  
their   page.  

 

Remember   Verse  
Each   week   children   will   spend   time   memorizing   a   portion   of   Scripture   together.   The   Remember   Verse   focuses   on   a  
character   trait   of   God   that’s   highlighted   in   today’s   portion   of   The   Big   God   Story.  

But   these   are   written   that   you   may   believe   that   Jesus   is   the   Messiah,   the   Son   of   God,   and   that   by  
believing   you   may   have   life   in   his   name.   John   20:31  

Game:   Step   on   the   Verse  
SUPPLIES  
● Construction   paper   (at   least   20   sheets)  



● Marker  
● Tape  

SET   UP   
Use   a   marker   to   write   one   or   two   words   from   the   Remember   Verse   on   each   sheet   of   construction   paper.   Write   the  
reference   on   a   separate   sheet   of   paper.   Tape   the   papers   to   the   floor   in   a   random   pattern;   make   sure   children   can   easily  
step   from   one   paper   to   the   next.  

RELATE  
Invite   your   family   to   repeat   and   learn   the   Remember   Verse   by   stepping   on   the   pages   with   the   words   in   the   correct   order.  
Give   each   person   a   turn   at   stepping   on   the   words   of   the   verse   in   order.   As   the   child   steps   on   the   papers,   have   the   rest   of  
the   family   recite   the   verse   too.  

Storytelling  
Bible   Passage:   Romans   1 – 10  
Jesus   Is   the   Lord   of   Life  

RELATE  
What’s   a   stepping   stone?    Invite   responses.    Good   thoughts.   If   you’ve   ever   walked   across   a   small   creek   or   a   muddy  
path,   you   may   have   stepped   on   stones   to   keep   your   feet   from   getting   wet   or   muddy.   Stepping   stones   form   a   path  
for   us   to   follow.   

In   The   Big   God   Story,   Peter   wrote   a   letter   to   Jewish   Christians,   which   gave   them   stepping   stones   in   their   life  
with   Jesus.   On   our   path   today,   we’ll   look   at   the   letter   Paul   wrote   to   the   early   church   in   Rome.   It’s   the   book   in   our  
Bibles   called   Romans.   Paul   saw   that   the   people   there   needed   to   know   about   the   salvation   Jesus   offers,   just   like  
we   do   today.   Let’s   pray   and   ask   the   Holy   Spirit   to   speak   to   us   and   guide   us   today.    Lead   children   in   a   Prayer   of  
Release   to   pause,   be   still,   and   ask   the   Holy   Spirit   to   quiet   their   hearts   and   minds.  

 

Watch   Brian   and   Tommy   at   the   end   of   Sunday’s   sermon   or   find   the   video   on   aspen.com/family   

The   path   to   life   is   such   good   news,   and   we   can   share   it   with   others!   Just   like   Paul   saw   that   the   Romans  
needed   to   know   about   God’s   gift   of   salvation,   we   too   can   look   around   at   those   in   our   world   and   see   how   they  
need   Jesus.   We   can   tell   others   that   Jesus   is   greater   than   anything–even   death.   Jesus   is   the   Lord   of   life!    Share   a  
time   you   told   someone   about   the   path   to   life   through   Jesus.   

Discussion   Questions  
● When   did   sin   enter   the   world?    Genesis   3:1–6  

● Who   has   sinned?    Romans   3:23  

● What   does   sin   do   to   our   relationship   with   God?    Romans   3:23;   Isaiah   59:2  

● What   must   we   do   to   be   saved?    Romans   10:9  

● Why   is   salvation   good   news?    Romans   5:8;   6:23  

 

Craft:   The   Path   to   Life  
Children   are   invited   to   respond   to   God   by   writing   or   drawing   on   “stone”   shapes.  

SUPPLIES  
● cutout   stepping   stone   shapes   from   paper  



● Butcher   paper   (7')  
● Marker  
● Tape  
● Scissors  
● Colored   pencils  
● Worship   music   

PREPARE   AHEAD   
Draw   a   path   on   the   butcher   paper   and   tape   it   to   the   wall   at   a   height   the   children   can   reach.   Above   the   path,   write   “Jesus   Is  
the   Lord   of   Life.”   

RELATE  
Gather   your   children   and   ask   them   to   sit   on   the   floor.    The   book   of   Romans   shows   us   that   Jesus   is   the   Lord   of   life.  
While   we   were   sinners,   Jesus   died   for   us   so   that   we   could   have   life   in   Him    (Romans   5:8) .   How   does   it   make   you  
feel   to   know   that   Jesus   rules   over   everything,   even   death?    Invite   responses.    What   do   you   think   it   looks   like   for   you  
to   have   life   in   Jesus?    Allow   responses.  

Play   worship   music   and   invite   kids   to   praise   Jesus   for   being   the   Lord   of   life.   They   can   remain   seated,   kneel,   or   stand  
up   with   their   hands   outstretched.   Once   the   song   ends,   the   children   can   return   to   their   seats.    As   followers   of   Jesus,  
we’ve   been   given   the   amazing   gift   of   experiencing   life   with   God.   Now   that   you’ve   heard   that   Jesus   is   the   Lord   of  
life,   how   do   you   want   to   respond   to   Him   today?   Do   you   want   to   spend   some   time   praising   Him   for   being   ruler  
over   everything?   Do   you   have   something   you   want   to   ask   Him?   Do   you   want   to   pray   for   someone   who   needs   to  
hear   about   Jesus?  

Give   each   child   one   or   two   Blank   Stone   cutouts   and   point   out   the   colored   pencils.   Invite   kids   to   respond   to   Jesus  
however   the   Holy   Spirit   leads   them.   They   may   want   to   write   or   draw   praises   on   the   stones.   They   may   want   to   write   a  
prayer   to   Jesus,   the   Lord   of   life.   Or   they   may   want   to   ask   God   to   give   them   the   name   of   someone   who   needs   to   hear   the  
good   news   of   Jesus.   When   a   name   comes   to   mind,   they   can write   that   name   on   a   stone   cutout   and   pray   quietly   for   that  
person.   

Once   children   finish,   have   them   tape   their   stones   to   the   path   on   the   butcher   paper.   Then   gather   around   the   path   and  
invite   the   children   to   pray   one-sentence   prayers   out   loud.   They   can   be   praises   or   requests—or   prayers   for   the   names   on  
the   stones.   

Game:   Nature   Path  
Lead   the   children   in   building   nature   paths   around   your   home.  

SUPPLIES  
● Pillows   (4,   dark-colored)  
● Butcher   paper   (green   and   brown,   6'   of   each)  
● Chairs   (4)  
● Blankets   or   bedsheets   (2,   dark-colored)  
● Crepe   paper   streamers   (green   and   brown,   1   roll   of   each)  
● Tape   (4   rolls)  
● Markers   or   crayons  

RELATE  
Today   we’ve   explored   the   book   of   Romans   and   what   God   says   about   the   path   to   life.   Jesus   is   the   Lord   of   life,   and  
God   leads   us   along   the   path   to   life   with   Him.    Give   each   of   your   children   some   supplies.   Encourage   them   to   use   the  
supplies   to   build   a   path.   They   might   use   the   chairs,   pillows,   blankets,   and   butcher   paper   for   the   path   on   the   ground   and  
make   trees   and   nature   scenes   on   the   walls   using   butcher   paper,   streamers,   and   tape.   

Once   everyone   finishes   their   path,   have   them   take   turns   leading   your   family   on   their   nature   walk.   The   child   leading   the  
tour   should   pretend   to   be   a   tour   guide   leading   a   group   of   explorers.   They   might   say,   “Wait,   stop!   Did   you   hear   that   bird?”  



Make   sure   everyone   gets   to   lead   a   tour   of   their   path.   

 

SUPPLIES  
● Whiteboard  
● Dry   erase   markers  
● Bible  

SET   UP  
On   a   whiteboard,   write   the   children’s   response   portion   of   the   call   and   response   section   below.  

RELATE  
Gather   the   children   and   ask   them   to   face   you.   Then   read   the   following   blessing   from   Isaiah   42:16:   

I   will   lead   the   blind   by   ways   they   have   not   known,   along   unfamiliar   paths   I   will   guide   them;   I   will   turn   the  
darkness   into   light   before   them   and   make   the   rough   places   smooth.   These   are   the   things   I   will   do;   I   will   not  
forsake   them.  

Now   invite   the   kids   to   take   part   in   a   call-and-response   based   on   the   verse.  

Leader:    He   will   lead   the   blind   by   ways   they   have   not   known.  
Children:   You   show   us   the   path   to   life.  
Leader:    Along   unfamiliar   paths   He   will   guide   you.  
Children:   You   show   us   the   path   to   life.  
Leader:    He   will   turn   darkness   into   light   before   you   and   make   the   rough   places   smooth.  
Children:   You   show   us   the   path   to   life.  
Leader:    These   are   the   things   He   will   do;   He   will   not   forsake   you.  
Children:   You   show   us   the   path   to   life.  

Close   your   time   by   speaking   a   personal   blessing   over   each   child.   Each   child   may   choose   to   stand   with   her   hands  
stretched   out,   palms   up,   in   a   posture   of   receiving   God’s   blessing   so   she   may,   in   turn,   bless   others.   Use   the   following  
words.  

(Child’s   name) ,   may   you   know   that   Jesus   is   the   Lord   of   life.   May   you   remember   that   God   offers   you   salvation  
through Jesus.   


