
 

July   5   Lesson  
Bible   Passage:   1   Peter   1 – 2  
(Peter’s   Letter   to   the   Jewish   Christians)  

God   Is   the   Holy   One  
Remember   Verse  

My   sheep   listen   to   my   voice;   I   know   them,   and   they   follow   me.  
John   10:27  

Items   to   gather:   
● Paper   (1   sheet   for   every   2   children)  
● Scissors  
● Pencils   or   pens  
● X   written   on   paper   and   cut   out   (9)  
● O   written   on   paper   and   cut   out   (9)  
● Masking   or   painter’s   tape  
● Paper   (18   sheets)  
● Marker  
● Battery-lit   tea   light   candles   (1   per   person)  
● Optional:   flashlights  
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*see   Resources  



LEADER   PREP  
Each   week   you’ll   find   a   list   of   resources   along   with   encouraging   articles   that   help   you   prepare   your   heart   to  
present   the   lesson.  

Inspire    Shares   personal   stories   from   fellow   ministry   leaders   about   how   God   has   worked   in   their   lives  

My   12-year-old   daughter   waved   at   her   friends   as   she   climbed   into   the   car.   Then,   in   a   litany   of   words   and   stories,   she   told  
me   how   some   new   friends   had   invited   her   to   come   with   them   to   the   movies.   It   just   so   happened   that   the   movie   was  
loosely   based   on   the   true   story   of   a   friend   of   mine   from   college.   My   daughter   knew   of   my   connection   to   the   movie,   and  
that   made   her   want   to   go   even   more.   The   problem   was   the   movie   was   PG-13.   So   my   daughter   courageously   told   her  
friends   she   couldn’t   go   because   she   wasn’t   allowed   to   watch   PG-13   movies   yet.  

Though   I   felt   a   bit   of   sorrow   about   her   missing   out   on   something   fun   with   new   friends,   I   was   proud   of   her.   “Thank   you  
for   honoring   my   rules,”   I   said.   “You   really   know   who   you   are.”   

Sometimes   it’s   a   hard   truth   that,   as   Christians,   we’re   different—set   apart.   I   haven’t   enjoyed   being   left   out   or   dismissed  
because   of   my   faith   and   convictions.   I   cringe   when   people   say   things   like,   “Don’t   say   that   in   front   of   Amy!”   I   don’t   like   to  
admit   that   sometimes   it’s   really   hard   to   be   different.  

I   learned   something   valuable   as   I   watched   my   daughter   make   a   decision   I   never   would   have   had   the   courage   to   make  
at   her   age.   My   daughter   chose   to   honor   God   and   her   family,   even   though   her   decision   made   her   stand   out   as   different  
from   her   friends.  

God   wants   us   to   choose   to   live   differently   because   He’s   called   us   to   be   holy   as   He   is   holy.   He   wants   to   protect   me   like   I  
want   to   protect   my   daughter.   Though   I’m   still   learning   how   to   be   different,   I   trust   that   God   will   give   me   the   strength   and  
courage   to   be   like   Him.  

Amy   Palmerton  
ROCK HARBOR   Church  

Equip    Offers   perspective   and   context   to   the   lesson’s   Bible   passage  

In   order   to   follow   Jesus   and   be   like   Him,   we   must   discover   more   about   who   God   is.   The   Bible   describes   God   as   perfect,  
righteous,   transcendent—   “wholly   other.”   God’s   holiness   makes   Him   distinct   from   everything   and   everyone   else.   In   Isaiah  
6   and   Revelation   4   we   witness   heavenly   creatures   saying,   “Holy,   holy,   holy   is   the   Lord   God   Almighty”   (Revelation   4:8).   In  
fact,   they   never   cease   saying   this   in   God’s   presence.   

First   Peter   1:16   tells   us   to   “be   holy,   because   [God]   is   holy.”   How   can   we,   as   sinful   creatures,   ever   be   holy?   Peter  
explains   that   God   calls   us   to   be   different   from   the   world   around   us.   This   is   the   first   step   in   living   a   life   of   holiness.   We’re   to  
be   obedient   children   (1:14),   seeking   to   be   holy   in   all   we   do   (1:15)   and   trusting   the   Holy   Spirit   to   transform   us   (1:2).   But   this  
can   cause   us   much   discomfort   because   we   typically   seek   to   fit   in,   not   stand   out   from   the   crowd.   

But,   inevitably,   we   will   stand   out   because   God   has   set   us   apart   as   His   people.   He’s   chosen   us   to   represent   Him,   and  
we   have   the   unique   purpose   of   sharing   His   ways   with   the   world.   As   we   praise   Him   for   His   holiness   and   follow   His   plan,  
others   will   see   we’re   different.   We’ll   become   a   light   in   the   darkness   and   a   reflection   of   the   One   who   calls   us   to   holiness.   

Peter   wrote   this   letter   to   Christians   undergoing   persecution.   He   was   reminding   them   of   the   purpose   behind   their   pain.  
They   suffered,   and   we   will   suffer,   because   this   world   isn’t   our   home.   God   designed   us   for   a   better   place.   We   can   rejoice  
that   God   calls   us   to   be   different.  



Support    Provides   reflection   and   assessment   through   encouragement,   prayer,   and   time   in   God’s   Word  

Read   John   17:14 – 16.   In   these   verses   Jesus   speaks   to   His   Father   about   the   fact   that   we,   as   His   people,   are   different.   We  
are   God’s   holy   people,   set   apart   to   do   His   work.  

Jesus   was   hated,   rejected,   despised,   and   misunderstood   by   many.   He   knew   we   would   experience   the   same   difficulties.  
Though   it’s   sometimes   challenging   to   be   different   from   the   world   around   us,   it’s   comforting   to   know   Jesus   experienced  
these   challenges   first.   As   God’s   Son,   He   lived   a   holy   and   sinless   life.   He   stood   out   from   the   crowd.   There   was   no   one   like  
Him.  

This   week,   if   you’re   feeling   tired,   rejected,   left   out,   or   despised   by   the   world,   bring   your   cares   to   God.   Remember   that  
He’s   chosen   you   to   carry   light   in   this   dark   world   and   that   you’re   never   alone.   His   Spirit   will   give   you   the   strength   and   ability  
to   carry   on   as   “foreigners   and   exiles”   (1   Peter   2:11).  

Afterward,   spend   some   time   praying   and   thanking   God   for   the   amazing   gift   of   community   and   the   way   the   Spirit  
distributes   gifts   to   the   body   with   such   grace   and   generosity.  

 

I   Stand   Out   
Each   child   will   write   something   that   makes   him   stand   out   from   the   rest   of   the   world.   When   the   facts   are   collected,   your  
family   will   try   to   guess   who   belongs   to   each   fact.  

SUPPLIES  
● Paper   (1   sheet   for   every   2   children)  
● Scissors  
● Pencils   or   pens  

PREPARE   AHEAD  
Cut   or   tear   each   sheet   of   paper   in   half.  

RELATE  
CONNECT   QUESTION:    Open   your   time   by   asking   this   question:    Where   is   the   most   unique   place   you’ve   ever   been?  

The   book   of   1   Peter   says   God   calls   us   to   be   holy   because   He   is   holy.   This   means   God   desires   for   us   to   be  
different   from   the   rest   of   the   world.   We’re   each   different   in   our   own special   way   because   we’ve   been   uniquely  
designed   by   God.   

Give   each   person   a   half-sheet   of   paper   and   a   pencil   or   pen   and   ask   him   to   write   something   that   makes   him   stand   out  
from   the   rest   of   the   world.   For   example,   he   might   write   “I’m   tall”   or   “I’m   good   at   playing   the   oboe”   or   “I   have   red   hair.”   Once  
the   kids   finish   writing,   collect   their   papers   and   pass   them   out   randomly.   Then   invite   the   kids   to   try   to   find   the   owner   of   each  
paper   based   on   what   that   person   wrote.  

 

Remember   Verse  
Each   week   children   will   spend   time   memorizing   a   portion   of   Scripture   together.   The   Remember   Verse   focuses   on   a  



character   trait   of   God   that’s   highlighted   in   today’s   portion   of   The   Big   God   Story.  

My   sheep   listen   to   my   voice;   I   know   them,   and   they   follow   me.   John   10:27  

Game:   Tic-Tac-Toe  
SUPPLIES  
● X   written   on   paper   and   cut   out   (9)  
● O   written   on   paper   and   cut   out   (9)  
● Masking   or   painter’s   tape  
● Paper   (18   sheets)  
● Marker  

PREPARE   AHEAD  
Print   nine   copies   of   the   X   template   and   nine   copies   of   the   O   template.   

SET   UP   
Use   masking   or   painter’s   tape   to   create   a   giant   tic-tac-toe   board   on   the   floor.   Make   each   square   large   enough   to   fit   a  
standard-sized   sheet   of   paper.  

RELATE  
Help   your   kids   learn   the   Remember   Verse   with   a   game   of   tic-tac-toe.   To   play,   divide   your   family   into   two   teams,   and   give  
one   team   the   “X”   papers   and   the   other   team   the   “O”   papers.   Ask   one   team   to   have   one   of   its   members   recite   the  
Remember   Verse.   If   the   child   recites   the   verse   correctly,   she   gets   to   put   an   “X”   or   “O”   on   the   game   board.   Then   the   other  
team   gets   to   have   one   of   their   team   members   recite   the   verse,   and   if   that   child   recites   it   correctly,   she   gets   to   put   down   an  
“X”   or   “O.”   Continue   back   and   forth   with   the   teams   choosing   different   teammates   to   recite   the   verse   until   one   team   gets  
three   in   a   row.   If   time   allows,   play   more   rounds.  

Storytelling  
Bible   Passage:   1   Peter   1 – 2  
God   Is   the   Holy   One  

RELATE  
What   are   some   things   we   know   to   be   true   about   God?    Invite   children   to   respond.    God   is   always   good,   always  
loving,   always   forgiving.   He   is   all   of   these   things   and   so   much   more!   Also,   our   God   is   holy.   There   is   no   one   and  
no   thing   like   Him.   Let’s   invite   Him   to   teach   us   more   about   Himself   today.    Lead   children   in   a   Prayer   of   Release   to  
pause,   be   still,   and   ask   the   Holy   Spirit   to   quiet   their   hearts   and   minds.  
 

Watch   the   video   from   Mr.   Brian   at   the   end   of   the   sermon   from   Sunday.   

God   says,   “Be   holy,   because   I   am   holy.”   God   is   the   Holy   One.   How   do   we   live   holy   lives   in   a   world   that   doesn’t  
think   that   being   holy   is   important–a   world   that   chooses   not   to   follow   God?    Pause   for   responses.    We   can’t   live   holy  
lives   in   our   own   strength   and   with   our   own   gifts   and   talents.   We   need   the   Holy   Spirit   of   God   to   strengthen   us   and  
remind   us   of   the   hope   we   have   in   Him.   As   we   trust   and   obey   God,   the   work   of   His   Holy   Spirit   will   change   us   to  
become   more   like   Jesus.   Turn   to   three   people   around   you   and   say,   “God’s   Spirit   will   help   you   live   a   holy   life.”  
Share   a   personal   story   about   a   time   God   helped   you   to   live   a   holy   life.  

Discussion   Questions  
● Why   did   Peter   call   the   believers   scattered   exiles?    1   Peter   1:1  

● What   makes   Christians   different   from   the   rest   of   the   world?    1   Peter   1:3 – 4  



● What   is   an   inheritance?  

● What   does   it   mean   to   live   “good   lives”   among   people   who   don’t   know   God?    1   Peter   2:11 – 12  

● How   can   you   worship   God   as   the   Holy   One?  

 

Activity:   Light   and   Dark  
Kids   will   take   turns   sharing   how   they   think   God   might   be   calling   them   to   be   a   light   in   the   world   this   week.  

SUPPLIES  
● Battery-lit   tea   light   candles   (1   per   person)  
● Optional:   flashlights  

RELATE  
It’s   not   always   easy   to   be   holy   and   stand   out   from   the   rest   of   the   crowd.   Jesus   taught   His   followers   about   being   a  
light   shining   in   the   darkness.   Think   of   a   small   light   in   a   huge   room:   It   may   not   necessarily   make   the   entire   room  
light   up,   but   it   still   pierces   the   darkness.   That’s   what   God   calls   us   to   be   because   He   is   the   Holy   One   and   we  
belong   to   Him.  

Have   you   ever   been   in   a   deep   sleep   and   suddenly   someone   turned   on   a   light   in   the   room   to   wake   you   up?  
When   that   happens,   how   do   you   respond?   Does   the   light   seem   like   a   good   thing   at   the   time?    Invite   responses.  
When   a   bright   light   wakes   us   up,   we   usually   don’t   like   it!   And   in   a   similar   way,   the   world   doesn’t   always   welcome  
the   light   that   comes   from   God.   In   fact,   sometimes   the   world   wants   to   stay   in   darkness.  

It’s   hard   at   times   to   be   a   light   in   the   darkness,   but   we’re   not   alone!   We   have   the   Holy   Spirit   to   help   us   and  
change   us.    Give   a   candle   (or   flashlight)   to   each   child.   If   possible,   dim   the   lights.   One   at   a   time,   have   the   kids   take   turns  
turning   on   their   candles   and   sharing   how   they   think   God   might   be   calling   them   to   be   a   light   in   the   world   this   week.  
Consider   having   an   adult   start   in   order   to   model   what   this   response   looks   like.   If   possible,   let   the   children   take   home   their  
candles   as   physical   reminders   to   be   lights   in   the   world   this week.  

Game:   What’s   Different?  
This   game   asks   the   kids   to   pick   out   what’s   different   about   their   classmates   after   they   change   something   small   in   their  
appearances.  

SUPPLIES  
● None  

RELATE  
God   says   that   as   followers   of   Jesus,   we   should   stand   out   from   the   rest   of   the   world.    Choose   a   person   to   stand   in  
front   of   everyone.   Your   family   will   have   30   seconds   to   study   the   volunteer.   Then   ask   the   volunteer   to   step   out   of   the   room  
and   make   a   few   minor   changes   to   their   appearance,   such   as   untucking   their   shirt   or   untying   their   shoes.   You   could   also  
give   suggestions   of   appropriate   examples   of   what   to   change.   Finally,   have   the   volunteer   return   to   the   room   everyone   is   in,  
and   ask   the   rest   of   your   family   to   figure   out   what’s   different   about   their   family   member.  

 

SUPPLIES  
● Bible  
● Battery-lit   tea   light   candles   (1   per   child,   from   RESPOND)  



● Optional:   flashlights   (1   per   child,   from   RESPOND)  

RELATE  
Gather   the   children   and   have   them   sit   in   a   circle   on   the   floor.   Then   read   the   blessing   from   1   Peter   2:9:   

But   you   are   a   chosen   people,   a   royal   priesthood,   a   holy   nation,   God’s   special   possession,   that   you   may  
declare   the   praises   of   him   who   called   you   out   of   darkness   into   his   wonderful   light.  

Now   turn   off   the   ceiling   lights   and   invite   the   children   to   hold   up   their   candles   (or   flashlights)   as   you   pray   the   following  
blessing   over   them.   

May   you   be   holy   as   God   is   holy,   through   the   power   of   His   Holy   Spirit.   May   you   stand   out   as   lights   in   the  
darkness.  

Once   you’ve   blessed   your   children,   give   them   the   opportunity   to   bless   one   another.   Have   each   child   turn   to   the   person  
on   his   right   and   hold   his   light   in   front   of   that   person.   Then,   have   him   say,   “(Child’s   name),   may   you   shine   like   a   light   in   the  
darkness.”   Then   have   the   child   who   was   just   blessed   turn   to   the   child   on   her   right   and   bless   that   person,   and   so   on.  
Continue   around   the   circle   until   each   child   has   been   blessed.  


